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jana Menon, Daughter of Sri A. R. Anilkumar, Retd.
iate Vice President, Federal Bank and Muralist Smt. Sujatha
~Anilkumar, started learning classical dance at the age of 4 under the
tutelage and guidance of Guru Smt. Sudha Peethambaran,
Dooradarshan - ICCR Artiste and Director, Sree Sankara School of
Dance, Kalady.

Niranjana, who hails from Vengoor near Kalady, the birth place
of Jagadguru Adi Sankaracharya , did her ‘Arangetram’ in the year
2010, at the prestigious National Sree Sankara Dance and Music
Festival conducted at Kalady.

Within a short span of time, she could stage more than 150
performances in different parts of Kerala and Karnataka. Niranjana
has also taken part in CBSE Sahodaya competitions and has bagged
top rank in state level competition. During the period, she got training
in Bharathanatyam under the tutelage of RLV Sri Subesh and
Kalakshethra Sri Amalnath. Presently, she is undergoing online
classes under the guidance of Bharathanatyam exponent Smt. Rama
Vaidyanathan.

Education
After her schooling at Viswajyothi Public school, Angamaly, she

completed her UG course from Mount Carmel College, Bengluru,
where she was the Secretary of Indian Dance Association, throughout
her academic career in the college.

Workshops, Seminars & Lec -Demos

She took part in many Natyasasthra Sibirams organized by SSD under the direction
of eminent Natya Guru Dr. C.P.Unnikrishnan. She also took part in workshop on
‘Adavu’ by Senior Guru Sri Payyannur N.V. Krishnan. Also attended various workshops
conducted by Padma Bhooshan Awardee Smt. Swapna Sundari, Smt.Rama
Vaidhyanathan, Smt.Meera Sreenarayanan, Smt. Sharmila Biswas, Dr. Neena Prasad,
Kalakshethra Saritha. Smt. Gopika Varma, workshops on dance medicine, stretching
exercise for overall health of dancers, chuzhippu, chorography, to mention a few under
the supervision of Natya Guru Dr. C.P. Unnikrishnan etc. are some of the academic
sessions attended by Niranjana Menon which enriched her knowledge in classical
dance.



| performer of SSD, She got a wonderful opportunity to
ssical dance perfomances of veteran dancers and senior gurus like
Padmabhushan Awardees Nrutha Choodamani V.P. Dhananjayan, Santha
Dhananjayan, Dr. Padma Subramaniam, Dr. Swapna Sundari, Padmasree Awardees,
Smt. Malavika Sarukkai, Kalamandalam Kshemavathy, Smt.Bharathi Shivaji, Smt.
Manju Bhargavee and Dr. Geetha Chandran, Dr. Vasundhara Doraswami, Smt. Gopika
Varma, Dr. Neena Prasad, Sri Sreedhar & Smt. Anuradha Sreedhar,
Smt. Priyadarsini Govind, Smt.Rama Vaidhyanathan, Dr. Alekhya
Punjala, Guruji Ashim Bandhu Bhattacharya, Smt. Sudha
Peethambaran, Smt. Paramitha Maithra, Smt. Paris Laxmi, Dr. Methil
Devika, Smt. Rukmini Vijayakumar, Smt. Asha Sarath, Dr. Aiswarya
Warrier, Sri Parswanath Upadhye, Smt. Sruthi Gopal, Dr. Jayaprabha Menon, Sri.
Renjith & Smt. Vijna, Smt. Sarita Mishra, Smt. Sreelakshmi Govardhan,Smt.
Dakshina Vaidhyanathan, Prachi Saathi, Preetham Das, Smt. Pratheeksha Kasi,
Ms. Sayani Chakraborthy, Kavya Ganesh, Dr. RLV Ramakrishnan, Dr. Anupama
Menon, Sophia Salingaros, Nitya Narasimhan, Karuna Sagari, Subhamani
Chandrasekhat, Shreema Upadyaya, Mahati Kannan, Meera Sreenarayanan, Harini
Jeevitha, Sharmila Biswas, Adith) Alia.
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Major Productions

She played the lead role of little Krishna in Sreekrishna Kathamrutham — a major
production of SSD and supporting roles in Sankaram Loka Sankaram — A
Natyabhashyam and Gurudeva Charitham — A Natyabhashyam directed by Dr. C.P.
Unnikrishnan. She still participates in all mega events of SSD.

Masterpieces

Her masterpiece items ‘Krishnam Sangeetha Sagaram’ directed by Dr. C.P.
Unnikrishnan and ‘Chinmudra’ written Prof. P.V. Peethambaran which was
choreographed by Niranjana herself, captured special attention of art lovers.

Skills

Her abhinaya skill had captured the attention of art lovers when
she played the role of ‘unnikrishnan’ in * Sreekrishna Kathamrutham’
at the age of 10. Later, her abhinaya skill was nurtured by Dr.C. P.
Unnikrishnan, when she staged the new choreography, ‘Krishnam
Sangeetha Sagaram’. Niranjana’s abhinaya skill came to
limelight, when she staged ‘Chinmudra’ through own

choreography in 2022.
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Dr. C. P Unnikrishnan

Dr. C.P. Unnikrishnan is an author
Technical Director of SSD, he has gui
workshops and lecture demos for students of C|aSSI
has choreographed three mega dance programmes dealing with 1
messages & teachings of Adi Sankaracharya, Sree Narayana
Gurudev and Lord Krishna.

He has also choreographed many dance programmes based on traditional and
contemporary themes. Sankaram Loka Sankaram, Gurudeva Charitham,
Sreekrishnaya Namah, Daivadasakam, Kundalinippattu, Kannaki, Kaalinatakam etc.
are some of his crowd pulling choreographies.

Linguistic support - Prof. S. Padmanabhan,
Former H.0.D. of English, S.S. College, Kalady




Sri. Sreekumar
Urakam
Vocalist

sri. RLV Venu Sri. A. Anil Kumar  Sri. A.K. Reghunathan Sri. Varghese
Kurumassery Edappally Savithri Akshara V.R. Antony
Mrudangist Violinist Flutist Nattuvangam Makeup
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ssdkalady@gmail.com www.sreesankaraschoolofdance.org www.profpvpeethambaran.com
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